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. l ; ™ Habitare Pty Ltd o '
- 211-219 Norris Road, Bracken Ridge Page 3 of 24

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Vipac Engineers & Scientists Ltd (VIPAC) has been commissioned by Habitare Pty Ltd to
prepare a Noise Impact Assessment for a proposed subdivision at 211 - 219 Norris Road,
Bracken Ridge. The purpose of this report is to assess the noise lmpacts in accordance with -
noise criteria nominated by Brisbane Clty Council (BCC).

The principal noise source affecting the proposed residential units is road traffic on Norris
Road. Future traffic noise levels are predicted to exceed BCC’s outdoor recreation noise
criteria of LA,.,,H., 60 dB(A) and Lacg24r 55 dB(A) at facades within the first row of dwellings
facing towards Noms Road _' _ T

To meet the corresponding cntena, noise barriers of 20m hlgh would be requxred on the
eastern boundary.

With the recommended noise barrier, the noise criteria will still be exceeded | on the upper
level of the dwellings within the first row adjacent 1o Norris Road. We recommend the
internial nois€ Tevel be Teduced by Tagade treatment to meet the design levels in AS/NZ 2107- -
2000 on the upper floor. ) .

Building facades facmg away from these streets and other buildings within the proposed
development are shielded by the intervening buildings and are expected to experience lower
noise levels. They are predicted to comply with BCC’s outdoor recreation noise criteria.

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 3 28 June 2005
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1. INTRODUCTION

Vipac Engineers & Scientists Ltd (VIPAC) has been commissioned by Habitare Pty Ltd to
assess potential impact that road traffic noise from Norris Road may have on the proposed
subdivision at 211 - 219 Norris Road, Bracken Ridge. 4

This report presents an assessment of existing and future traffic noise impact on the proposed
development, in accordance with Brisbane City Council (BCC) Noise Policy. .

N & PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

1y

Figure 1: Subject Site Location
Site details: :

Real property description of the site: Lot 4 & 5 RP78240

Site boundary (north/east/south/west):  Neighbouring residential blocks on all sides except -

: . east. Norris Road to the east of the site.
Major source(s) of intrusive noise: road traffi¢ along Norris Road
: mechanical plant noise emissions from proposed
development to the surrounding
Site frontage: Norris Road

As part of the noise assessment, the current ambient noise levels at the eastern property
boundary was measured at least for 24 hours on site, approximately 10.5 m from the existing
kerb of Norris Road. Figures 1 and 2 show the site and noise logger locations.

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2005
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3. NOISE CRITERIA

For this project, we expect the major noise sources and their appropnate noise criteria are as

summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Noise Sources and Appropriate Noise Criteria

Noise Source

Appropriate Noise Criteria

Traffic Noise

BCC Cityplan and AS2107 levels

{ Air-conditioning Plant

BCC Cityplan and AS2107 levels, EPP (Noise)

Outdoor Recreation area

BCC Cityplan Outdoor Recreation Criteria _

ALL BCC Cityplan Background Creep

A detailed review of noise criteria is included in Appendix C.

4. EXISTING NOISE LEVELS

Noise monitoring was conducted to quantify the existing ambient noise environment

-surrounding the subject site. Appendix A presents a summary of the noise monitoring

equipment and logger graph
The average of the relevant noise parameters based on the measured data are tabulated below
Table 2: Noise Monitoring Results (_fr\lleﬁl.)

(rounded to the nearest 0.5 dB
‘Noise Descriptor / Representative Noise Levels
dB(A)
Laiosns (6am to 12 midnight) 69
| Lacaoabes 625
L peq 1y (maximum 1 hour) 69.5
Lacq 1w (average night time - 10pm to 7am) 575
Lacapiw (lowest night time - 10pm to 7am) 51.5-
L Amax (average night time - 10pm to 7am) 75.5
Laso (average daytime - 7am to 6pm) 55.5
Lo (average evening - 6pm to 10pm) - 48 :
: 385 T

Lo (average night time - 10pm to 7am)

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2005
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211-219 Norris Road, Bracken Ridge

5. NOISE ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS |

A traffic model has been set up using the CoRTN algorithms. Appendix B presents a
summary of input and output data provided by the traffic model.

5.1 Road Traffic Noise |

5.1.1 Summary of Predicted Noise Levels

Table 3 below presents predicted traffic noise levels at the most exposed building facades
(facing Norris Road) without noise barriers. :

Table 3: Smhmary of predicted free-field external noise levels
) LAIO(IM?) in dB(A) without noise barrier

(rounded to the nearest 0.5 dB)
Assessed : Traffic Noise Levels dB(A) -
s Floor
(representative) Level Space Lasosnr Lacqanr Loacq240r
R ve
Receivers »
_ Gr dining room 6N | 695 _62.5
| s . ound [——;
1% row dwellings , . Living room 66 66.5 595
Units 37 - 46 Bedroom1 | 66™ 66.5 595
| Duplex Concept A | Level 1 | Bedroom?2 | | 68.5 69 62
. Bedroom 3 68.5 69 62
: dining room 61.5 62 55 -
2" row dwellings | °™°"™ [Livingroom | 615 62 55
Units 16/17/28/36 Bedroom 1 - 61.5 62 55
Duplex Concept 4 | Level 1 Bedroom 2 60 60.5 53.5
' Bedroom 3 61.5 62 55
dining room 57 57.5 50.5
3" row dwellings Ground Livﬁg__'room 57 57.5 50.5
Units 14/34 Bedroom 1 57 57.5 50.5
Duplex Concept A | Level 1 Bedroom 2 57 57.5 50.5
. - Bedroom 3 57 - 575 50.5
. dining room 55 55.5 48.5
4% row dwellings Ground Living room 55 55.5 485
Units 12/32 Bedroom 1 55 55.5 48.5
Duplex Concept A | Level 1 Bedroom 2 55 55.5 48.5
: Bedroom 3 55 55.5 485
dining room 54.5 55 48
5™ row dwellings Groupd Living room 54.5 55 48
Units 10/30 Bedroom 1 54.5 535 43
Duplex Concept A { Levell { Bedroom 2 54.5 55 48
Bedroom 3 .54.5 55 48
dining room 53.5 - 54 47
6" row dwellings Ground Living room 53.5 54 47
Units 3/4 , Bedroom 1 53.5 54 47
Duplex Concept A | Levell | Bedroom 2 53.5 54 47
' Bedroom 3 53.5 54 47
Recreation Areal | Ground | Open space 55 55.5 48.5
Recreation Area 2 |, Ground Pool 53 53.5 46.5

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00

Commercial-in-Confidence

28 June 2005
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" Table 4: Summary of predicted free-field external noise levels
) LAIO(IBbonr) in dB(A) with yl_m__!!:l_gh noise barrier
(rounded 1o the nearest 0.5 dB)

Assessed ' Floor Traffic Noise Levels dB(A)
(representative) Level Space “Latossur Lacqane Lacgaar
Receivers .
' ' dining room 60 60.5 53.5
1* row dwellings Ground Livingroom | 57 515 50.5
Units 37 - 46 "1 Bedroom 1 60.5 61 - s4
Duplex Concept A\| Level1 |  Bedroom 2 65.5 66 59
. ’ Bedroom 3 65.5 66 59
' dining room 53 53.5 46.5
2™ row dwellings Ground Living room 53 53.5. 46.5
"Units 16/17/28/36 Bedroom 1 ‘55.5 56 49
Duplex Concept A | Level1 | .Bedroom2 53.5 54 47
- Bedroom 3 55.5 56 49
zg:: Noise levels at the remaining receivers were predicted to be below 55 dB(A) LA10,18hr, and thus not shown in the above .

Residential units immediately adjacent to the eastern boundary are exposed to higher levels of
traffic noise generated along Norris Road. s ’

Without a noise barrier, Table 3 above shows that traffic noise levels at the closest building
facades facing Norris Road are predicted to exceed the Lacgin 60 dB(A) noise criteria by
approximately 2 — 9.5 dB(A). This is expected to occur during the highest peak hour traffic
periods. Traffic noise levels at the closest building facades and balconies are predicted to exceed
the Lscq a1 55 dB(A) noise criteria by approximately 4.5 — 7.5 dB(A).

With the installation of a 2.0 m high noise barrier along the eastern boundary, noise reduction
up to 9 dB can be expected at Ground level 1% row residences (most exposed facade of Units 37
— 46). Table 4 indicates that with the 2.0 m barrier, noise levels comply with the nominated
criteria at most of the exposed fagades and private courtyard/patio for Ground level of 1* row
residences ' :

Noise levels at other locations within the proposed development are predicted to éomply with
both the Lacqibr and  Lacg241r noise criteria due to shielding provided by intervening building
and distance separation. . :

Fagade treatment is recommended to mitigate noise exceedances for bedrooms on upper level
facing Norris Road. '

-5.1 .2 Fagade treatment General Recommendations"

The proposed residential units affected by road. traffic should be constructed to achieve

maximum recommended design sound levels specified in Australian Standard AS/NZS

71072000 “Acoustics — Recommended Design Sound Levels and Reverberation Times for ' )
Building Interiors” (refer to Appendix C1.2).

The following indicative constructions are required for glazing, wall and rdof elements:

e Sleeping and Living Areas - Glazing constructions are expressed in terms of a minimum
weighted sound reduction index (Rw). Table 5 below presents recommended minimum
glazing constructions for each building facade. This assumes a noise barrier of 2.0 m
"high will be built on the eastern boundary. - :

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2008
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- Wall and roof construction has a minimum weighted sound reduction index of Rw 45. An
Rw 45 for walls and roofing can be achieved using standard building construcnon

Figure 3 on the following page.

~ height of the' minimum barriers required for ground level are shown in

materials.
Table 5: Glazing requirements for Building Facades
Assessed Glazing Requirements
. Floor : .
(representative) Level - Space Thickness & Acoustic
Receivers Type Rating
: Ground — dining room 4 mm float Rw24
1% row dwellings Living room 4 mm float " Rw24
Units 37 - 46 Bedroom 1 4. mm float Rw24
Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 6.38 mm lam Rw 31
' ' Bedroom 3 6.38 mm lam Rw 31
" Ground dining room 4 mm: float Rw24
2™ row dwellings Living room 4 mm float Rw24
Units 16/17/28/36 Bedroom 1 4 mm float Rw24
Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 4 mm float . Rw24
: Bedroom 3 4 mm float Rw24
Ground dining room 4 mm float Rw24
3™ row dwellings Living room 4 mm float Rw24
Units 14/34 - - Bedroom 1 4 mm float Rw24
Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 4 mm float . Rw24
] Bedroom 3 4 mm float ‘Rw24
. Ground dining room - 4 mm float Rw24
4% row dwellings Living room 4 mm float’ Rw24
Units 12/32 Bedroom 1 4 mm float -Rw24
Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 4 mm float Rw24
: Bedroom 3 4 mm float Rw24
. dining room 4 mm float Rw24
5™ row dwellings Ground - Living room 4 mm float Rw24
Units 10/30 Bedroom 1 4 mm float Rw24
Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 4 mm float Rw24
Bedroom 3 4 mm float Rw24
dining room 4 mm float Rw24
6" row dwellings Ground Livin%om 4 mm float Rw24 -
Units 3/4 Bedroom 1 4 mm float Rw24
' Duplex Concept A Level 1 Bedroom 2 4 mm float Rw24
- ' Bedroom 3 4 mm float' Rw24
Recreation Area 1 -Ground Open space n/a n/a
Recreation Area 2 Ground Pool . na n/a
Note: The above glazing recommendations were calculated using methods set out in Australian Standard AS3671 “Acoustics —
Road Traffic Noise Intrusion Building Siting and Comtrucnon Concept drawings “Duplex Concept A” (Dwg. No. 05-141)
have been referred to. . .
5.1.3 Noise Barrier General Recommendatlons
For ground floor receivers, a 2.0 m high acoustic barrier along Norris Road would be requu'ed
to reduce the noise level to meet the outdoor recreation area criteria. The location, extent and
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‘An acoustic fence (barrier) is one that is impervious from the ground to the recommended

height and contains no significant gaps in the fence that would allow the passage of sound-
below the recommended height. To ensure optimum performance of the barrier, it should be .

constructed so that any short-term deterioration does not adversely affect its performance.

The barrier will need to comply with Main Roads Barrier Specification MRS 11.15.
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Figure 3;: Extent of the recommended 2.0 m high noise barrier and barrier refurns
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6. CONCLUSIONS

VIPAC has conducted traffic noise measurements and predictions for the proposed residential
subdivision at 211 - 219 Norris Road, Bracken Ridge. The site is affected by traffic from

~ Norris Road. The predicted future traffic noise levels aré vp t0 Laiosnon) 69 dB(A).

To meet the corresponding\critefia, noise barriers would be required. The location, extent and
height of the minimum barriers required for ground level are shown in Figure 3 of this report.

- With the recommended noise barrier, the noise criteria will still be exceeded on the upper

level of the dwellings within the first row adjacent to Norris Road. We recommend the
internal noise level be reduced by fagade treatment to meet the design levels in AS/NZ 2107-
2000 on the upper floor. ' : ‘

-¥-
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APPENDIX A: NOISE MONITORING EQUI_PMENT'AND

LOGGER GRAPH
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This section presents tables summarising the equipment/instrumentation used for the

measurements, logger details and noise monitoring results:

Table A-1: Instrumentation

Logger Instrument Serial Lab Calibration Field Calibration
‘ ' Number Due .
L1 Larson Davis LD812 - o711 09/02/2007 93.8 dB(A) before
Type | Sound Level Meter 93.8 dB(A) after
N/A Acoustic Calibrator SC-2120 | 35100925 09/03/2006 N/A

Table A-2: Measurement Details for Logger L1

Detail ' _ - - Information
Microphone Height ~{15m
Microphone Orientation Pomtlnﬂemcally upwards
SLM Time Weighting ' Fast: .
SLM Frequency Weighting . A ‘
Measurement Interval Period , 15 minutes mtervals
Logger location '{ On the eastern boundary, approximately 10. 5 m
from the existing edge of bitumen Norris Road
Date of measurement - ’ ‘ between 14" and 17" June 2005

anure A-1 below presents measured Laces LA.O, Laco and LA.,.“ noise levels recorded during
noise monitoring.

Noise Logging Results, 1.4sh June to 17th June 2005.
[—=—Leq 110 —~L90 ~—Lmax|

70 L.

60 1

[aB{A)

40

30 1

20

17/08/05 6:00

160806 0:00
16/06/05 3:00
1806105 8:00
160805 5:00
18/06/05 18:00
1708105 0:00
170808 3:00

180805 15:50
150808 18:00
1508108 21:00

15/06/05 0:00
15X06/05 3:.00
15K06/08 6:00
1806708 9:00

1408/0% 21:00
16/08/05 21:00

. 1508/08 12:00

14/08/05 12:00
14,08/08 15:00
14/08/05 18:00
18/08/05 12:00
1640606 15:00

Time

17208105 $:00
17108105 12:00 L

Figure A-1: Nolse Monitoring Resuits for Logger L1

Note: th is the time averaged A-weighted sound pressure level for the interval, as defined in AS1055.1. 1t is generally
described as the equivalent continvous A-weighted sound pressure level that has the same mean square pressure level as a sound
that varies over time. 1t can be considered as the average sound ptessure level over the measurement period.

" Lamw and Ly is the sound level, which, for a specified time interval, in refation to an investigation of a noise, means the A-

weighted sound pressure level that is equalted or exceeded .for 10% and 50% of the time interval, respectively. These are known
as the 10™ and 90™ percentile. L. is the maximum A-weighted sound pressure level measured over the petiod of interest.

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence - 28 June 2005
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APPENDIX B: TRAFFIC NOISE MODEL
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211-219 Norris Road, Bracken Ridge
'B1.1 Traffic Data. _
Table B-1 below presents predicted traffic volumes based on BCC data:
Table B-1: Traffic Data AADT and % CV
: Traffic Volumes _ - % Commercial Vehicles
Street Name | Existing | Predicted | Ultimate | Existing | Predicted | Ultimate
. 2003 2005 2015 2003 2005 2015
Norris Road 9,000 9,923 16,163 3% ] 3% 3%

Note: Assuming traffic growth of 5% p.a’

B1.2 CoRTN Modelling Data

A traffic model has been set up using CoRTN algorithms based on the following parameters

and assumptions:
-] Road alignment/gradient and site terrain From site inspection, the road level and
descnpuon gradients were determined to be relatively flat
(<1%). Site terrain is relatively flat.
Receivers height:
Ground floor 1.8 m above natural ground level
Upper floor(s) 1.5 m above FFL
Set back distance for Lgle joml receivers | Approx. 12 m from eastein property boundary
Type of road surface - Dense graded asphalt (DGA)
CoRTN correction for road snrface 0dB .
Number of lane(s) each way
Current: 1-lane each way traffic
Future (after 10 years): no change to the current lane
Traffic volume between 6 am and midnight: 94% of the total daily volume
For the current year (2005): 9,923 :
10 years after (2015): 16,163
Posted traffic speed: - 60 km/hr for 2005 and 2015
Mean observed traffic speed (used in 60 km/hr: for 2005 and 2015
modelling): -
Buffer distance from the property boundary to | 10m
the source line:

B1.3 Model Calibration

The traffic model is calibrated by comparing predicted traffic noise levels agamst the noise
monitoring results at the logger location. A difference up to 2 dB(A) is considered an
acceptable variation for traffic noise modelling and therefore the CoORTN model is consndered
validated for this assessment.

Predicted

Monitoring Measured Difference °
Location Lasogshonr) L joqiszous) ’
Levels " Levels
- dB(A) dB(A) ,
Location L1 69 68 1dB

Note: Cormrection factor of +1 dB has been included in CoRTN calculations to account for the difference.
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B1.4 Outdoor Recreation Areas

- BCC’s NIAPSP nominates the EPA’s EPP(Noise) criteria to assess noise impact to outdoor
recreation areas. The following noise outdoor criteria apply to pnvate recreation areas such
as private balconies and courtyards: »

» Lacg2ite 55 dB(A)
»  Lpcq e 60 dB(A)

Where traffic noise levels are predicted to exceed these criteria for private balconies and
-courtyards, then the proposed development should incorporate a common recreation area such
as BBQ or pool area that complies with the nominated noise criteria. If it is not possible to
achieve the recommended noise levels in any recreation area then noise amelioration
measures should be considered (e.g. noise barriers or absorptive panels) to reduce noise Ievels
as far as practical, .

The model is used to predicted traffic noise levels at the most exposed building facades in
terms of the Lajg s noise descriptor. Conversion factors for the predicted Laeq (24 1y and
‘highest LA,q (1 ) are determined from the momtonng results (i.e. differences). The following
conversion factors apply:

—

La1o,18ne - 65 dB(A)
Laio1sm + 0.5 dB(A)

» Laeq @eiry
> Highest Lacg(i i)

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercialin-Confidence 28 June 2005
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APPENDIX C: NOISE CRITERIA
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c1 BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL (BCC)

Brisbane:City Council have implemented the Noise Impact Assessment Planning Scheme .

Policy (NIAPSP) in Volume 2 of their Brisbane City Plan 2000 document.
The objectives of NIAPSP are to provide acoustic 'amenfty for existing and future residents,
provide industry with a level of certainty with respect to urban encroachment, and to facilitate

development with a standard assessment process and criteria.

The policy utilises five assessment methodologieé as follows:

o Comparison of like noise parameters for before and after development situations;
o Application of indoor noise levels specified in AS2107; I
s Assessment of sleep awakening noise levels;

o Assessment of outdoor recreation areas; and

¢ Background noise creep. p

The policy also contains criteria for the assessment of vibration impacts.

It is noted that irrespective of criteria developed by Council, the requirement of the EPA’s
EPP(Noise) must be complied with, that is, noise emission levels should be reduced to
minimise the possibility of complaint. : '

To assist with the use of the policy, Council have released several draft NIAPSP Guidelines:-
» Noise Methodologies Guideline (dated October 2000) . .
‘Noise Impact Assessment Report Guideline (dated January 2001)
Guideline: Certification of Noise Compliance (dated October 2000) .
Noise Guideline: Structure Planning and Subdivision (dated October 2000)
Guideline: Multi-unit Residential Design (Medium Density) (dated October 2000)

C1.1 Comparison of Like Parameters

The ‘Comparison of Like Parameters’ criteria from NIAPSP is typically used to evaluate
industrial noise due to variation in noise types associated with industrial activities. Firstly,
noise measurements are conducted on the receiving environment in the absence of the noise
source. Secondly, the measurements are repeated (or predictions calculated) inclusive of the
noise source. The maximum allowable difference between the two data sets is 3 dB(A) for
the relevant parameter. :

The relevant parameters may include:-
o L amax — for short duration events, such as car doors closing, hammering.
_ o Lag — for steady state and variable noise, such as industrial and commercial activities
with a range of noise sources, air-conditioning and plant noise
e L, — for short duration events, such as hammering, items being dropped, shootirig
o Laso - for relatively short duration events, such as industrial and commercial activities '
o Lag — for steady state or quasi-steady state noise levels, and describing the existing
environment. : :

Any chosen parameter/s must be justified Based on the character of the ambient noise and the
character of noise emitted from the development.

"Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2005
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C1.2 Indoor Noise Criteria (ASINZS 2107:2000)

Australian / New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 2107:2000 ‘Acoustics — Recommended destgn
sound levels and reverberation times for building interiors’.

"For steady-state noise sources such as air-conditioning plant, the NIAPSP Guidelines
recommends the most applicable assessment methodology would be the “application of
indoor noise levels specified in AS/NZS 2107”. The NIAPSP Noise Methodology Guideline
states that AS/NZS 2107 methodology applies to emissions and imissions of steady-state or
quasi-steady state sound such as noise from air conditioning systems & continuous road
" traffic. '

The methodology is applicable to road trafﬁc noise during the day, evening and mght where
traffic volumes on the subject road exceed 15,000 vehicles per day. :

AS/NZS 2107:2000 lists recommended internal noise levels for various building and room

types, including residential bedrooms and other areas. For apartments near major roads, the
recommended design levels are listed in Table C-1 below.

Table C-1: Recommended Internal Noise Levels from AS/NZS 2107:2000

Type of Occupancy/Activity Design Sound Level L.,
: } ‘ dB(A)
Residential Buildings
Living areas . 351045
Sleeping areas - : 3010 40

Work areas - 35040

. When considering the impact on premises outside the proposed development, it is more
difficult to estimate the noise levels within those buildings as information on detailed building
construction is often not known. In these cases the approximate attenuation provided by
various building constructions is supplied in NIAPSP. The information covers three basic
dwelling ‘styles’ and arrives at an Attenuation Correction ‘C’ value which is added to the
recommended internal noise level in the above table to determme a recommended extemal

noise level.
" Table C-2: Attenuation Correction
- Air Sealed Windows or no | Attenuation Correction,
Conditioned? ‘Windows facing the Sound C
' _ Source? ) '
Yes __ Yes : Add 20 dB(A)
No ~ Yes . Add 15 dB(A)
No No Add 5 dB(A)

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence : 28 June 2005
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C1.3 Sleep Disturbance Criteria

Sleep awakening criteria may be used to assess the impact of noise sources operational during
the night penod (10pm — 7am) that are neither steady nor quasi-steady.

There are no formal sleep disturbance criteria in the Department of Envxronment’
Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy (the EPP), however, the issue of sleep disturbance is
addressed in the “Users Guide to Queensiand’s Environmental Protection(Noise) Policy”. In
this document it is stated that with a background noise level of Lag 30 dB(A) to 35 dB(A), 2
maximum noise level for fluctvating noise of 45 dB(A) to 50 dB(A) is recommended to
reduce the likelihood of sleep disturbance.

Research adopted by the World Health Organisation (WHO), concludes that for short duration ‘
variable noise sources the onset of sleep disturbance commences at internal Lamax noise levels
of between 45 dB(A) and 50 dB(A). )

C1.4 Outdoor Recreation Criteria

The NIAPSP uses the Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy’s acoustic quahty objective as
a criteria for outdoor recreation areas. The NIAPSP states that a:-

“planning decision should strive to ensure the outdoor recreation areas are not exposed to
. unreasonable noise from existing surrounding land use. If the existing land use is:
» A beneficial asset such as a railway corridor, it is necessary to comply with
recommended levels for those uses prescribed in the EPP Noise.
e A non-beneficial asset, compliance should be with the acoustic quahiy of -
55 dB(A) Leai”

The recommended planning levels for beneficial assets such road, rail & aircraft are in the
EPP (Noise) and are summarised as follows:-
Airports — 20 ANEF, or 70 dB(A), assessed as per the EPP (Noise)
Public Roads —- 68 dB(A) Lajo,me for a state controlled road or 63 dB(A) Lao,ss for
another public road, and 60dB(A) for a night-time L acq 11, and 80 dB(A) LA.,,.,
* Railways ~ 65 dB(A) Lcq 20 and 87 dB(A) Lagax.

VIPAC have been advised by Council that in situations where the recommended noise levels
are not achievable in private recreation areas (e.g. balconiés and courtyards), then the levels
should be achieved in a common recréation area (e.g. common pool or BBQ area). If it is not
possible to -achieve the recommended noise levels in any recreation area then ameliorative
measures should be considered (e.g. barriers, absorptnve panels) to reduce noise levels-as
much as practicably possible. -

C1.5 Background Creep

One of the aims of the policy is to prevent background creep, i.e. the progressive increase in
background noise levels as new noise emitting -activities are located in the area. Maximum
background levels are set based on noise area categories provided in ' AS1055. Where
background noise levels have been measured, the noise area categories should be chosen such
that the AS1055 background levels match the measured levels, irrespective of area category
descnptlon

The combined noise level emissions from the development, measured as Laso;r should not
exceed the levels specified in Table C-3.

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 - Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2005
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Table C-3: Limits on Background Noise Levels in Different Noise Areas

Noise area | Permissible level of exceedance of Lyooy for the appropriate time of day |
category Where there | Where there is | Where the background levels already
AS1055.2 | is residential | mo residential | exceed the stated levels in AS1055.2 (i.e.

Appendix A | development | development without the proposed development)
R1 "} ByS5dB(A) N/A
R2. By 5 dB(A) N/A | The development’s noise contribution
R3 ' T must still comply with the stated levels in
R4 By 0dB(A) By 10dB(A) | AS1055.2
RS :
R6 )

The background creep noise limits will be the lower of:
e The category noise levels from Table C-3 above; or .
o The area category noise levels that match the measured background levels.

C2 QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT
C2.1 Queensland EPA EPP (Noise)

In respect of the acoustic environment, the object of the Act is achieved by the Environmental
Protection (Noise) Policy 1997! (EPP (Noise)). This policy identifies environmental values to
be protected, specifies an acoustic quality objective, and provides a framework for managing

‘and assessing noise emissions.

The “acoustic quality objective” is the objective of achieving an ambient level of 55dB(A)
L acq 24nrs OF less for most of Queensland’s population living in residential areas. This is to be
progressively achieved over the long term. Aside from this objective and planning levels for
airports, public roads and railways, there are no noise criteria in the EPP (Noise). ’

It is not intended that, in achieving the acoustic quality objective, any part of the exiéfing
acoustic environment ‘be allowed to significantly deteriorate. Therefore any noise criteria
should include consideration for the existing ambient (or background) noise levels.

The acoustic environmental values to be enhanced or protected are as follows:-
e the wellbeing of the community or a part of the community.
e the wellbeing of an individual, including the individual’s 'opportunity to have sleep,
relaxation and conversation without unreasonable interference from intrusive noise.

Noise emissions should be reduced to minimise the risk of complaint, and noise criteria
should be developed with risk minimisation as the principle concern, irrespective of
alternative noise criteria.

C2.2 Queensland EPA EPR

The Environmental Protection Regulation 19982 (EPR) is enforced under the Act, and its
object is to help protect Queensland’s environment from environmental nuisance by providing
offences for specific types of noise and nuisance abatement notices. The noise criteria in this

1 Refer to Reprint No. 1B, in force on 2™ December 1999 |
2 Refer to Reprint No. 3C, in force on 28" June 2002

Commercial-in-Confidence
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-document are considered to specifical]y deal with resolution of complaints, rather than setting

planning criteria.

C2.3 General

To reduce the likelihood of noise complaints, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
will issue an Environmental Noise License to Environmentally Relevant Activities (ERA’s).
The license makes use of noise criteria from a previous Queensland noise policy, as follows:-

Table C-4: Environmental Noise Limits for an Environmentally Relevant Activity

Background noise level plus 5 dB(A) 7am - 6pm
Background noise level plus 5 dB(A) 6pm - 10pm
Background noise level plus 3 dB(A ’

Background noise level plus 10 dB I 7am - 6pm
Background noise level plus 10 dB(A) : . 6pm - 10pm
Background noise level plus 8 dB(A) ) 10pm - 7am

The noise limits in Table C-4, although not contained as. part of the EPP (Noise), are still
regularly used by the EPA and local councils when specifying noise criteria or assessing noise
comp]amts They are widely accepted as being appropriate noise limits for non-time-varying
noises, such as mechanical plant, and for minimising the risk of noise complaint.

To determine appropriate noise criteria requires the use of the following:-
* EPA License Noise Criteria, i.e. Background +3/+5dB(A)
* EPR Noise Offence Criteria
* Local Government Noise Policies
plus any other criteria considered appropnate for minimising the risk of noise complamt

Ref: 746637_TRP_003851_00 Commercial-in-Confidence 28 June 2005
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